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Presidentôs Message 
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My dear fellow members, 

      Feb. 7, 2010 will be my last day as President of the Lusitano 

Club of California.  Even though 2009 has not been the first year 

I've been elected President, I must say with all sincerity that it was 

a great thrill and honor to serve you all. The by-laws, through term 

limitation statutes, precludes me from running for office this com-

ing year.  It is always a rewarding experience to serve and contrib-

ute to the welfare of our small Macanese community here in Cali-

fornia. Even though I will not be on the Lusitano executive board, 

I shall continue to help and assist Lusitano in 2010 in the capacity 

of Liaison officer representing our club in Macau in the 12 Casas -

Portuguese speaking Conselho das Comunidades Macaenses. 

      I would like to very much thank my dedicated and selfless 

Board of Directors for their efforts this past year and especially 

this last quarter. I would like to also thank all volunteers, helpers 

and donors to Lusitano in 2009.  Since our last bulletin, the club 

has had several successful functions and events, namely the 10 day 

trip to Portugal, the Macau RAEM 10th Anniversary Dinner 

Dance, the Macau RAEM 10th Anniversary "Success Story" Exhi-

bition in San Francisco and the Annual Lusitano Christmas party. 

      I am happy to see that more and more of our club functions are 

not money losers but rather income-expense equilibrators. In order 

to fund our biggest event of the year, the Lusitano Christmas 

Party, many of our functions are actually fund raisers for this very 

popular event.  

      2010 promises to be a very exciting year for the club. Apart 

from the fact that the MCC building will finally be completed, the 

Lusitano Club of California will have a full slate of functions and 

events for the benefit of its members. In the planning stages are 

trips to Macau and Asia, Portuguese language classes, as well as 

another clambake. 

      Again, thank you all for your support this year; it has been a 

pleasure serving you.  Please remember to keep sending in sugges-

tions and comments to the Board of Directors on how we can 

make your club more enjoyable to you. 

      A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! 

                          Respectfully yours, Nuno Prata da Cruz, President 
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2010 Calendar of Events 

Sunday, February 7, 2010 3-5 pm   

Annual General Meeting & Election of Directors/Officers 

   Link Allen, 3 Water Park Way, San Mateo 

  (Please mail in your proxy/absentee ballot if unable to attend) 

2010 Membership Dues Reminder  

Please be reminded that all membership dues for 2010 are now 

due. (If you became a member after September 1, 2009 you are 

paid for 2010). Please mail dues to Lusitano Club of California, 

582 Market St # 1905, San Francisco, CA 94104             

 Members (19-61 years old)        $20 

            Seniors (62 years old & over)    $10 

            Youths (12-18 years old)           $10 

            Canada & overseas members     $25 

LUSITANO CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER  
Please come join us for a Chinese Banquet Dinner as  

we welcome in the Year of the Tiger 2010  

and our 2010 Board of Directors on 

Sunday, February 7, 2010 

6:00 pm  

 at 
H.K. Causeway Bay 

111 East 4th Ave, San Mateo, CA 94401 

Cost per member $28.00 

Cost per non-member $35.00 
 

 Please RSVP by January 15th 

to Tila Danenberg (415) 661-3027 or email 

m_roliz@yahoo.com 
 

Please make checks payable to  

Lusitano Club and mail by January 15th 

to Maria Roliz, 582 Market St # 1905, San Francisco, CA 94104 
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 Our contractor Hudspeth Corporation has finished the 

renovations on our two levels. The electrical transformer which 

caused us our major financial set-back has been put in, and the 

elevator has passed the necessary inspections and is fully func-

tioning.  The wood flooring in the main hall has been refinished, 

and the third floor office/library and seminar room has been com-

pleted with a new synthetic wood flooring.  The Kitchen has been 

renovated.  The two restrooms on the second level by the main 

hall have been installed as has the restroom on the third level.   
 

 The ñFa­ade and Retail Space Projectò is the final phase 

of the work we are required by the City of Fremont to complete 

before they will issue our Occupancy Permit.  This project re-

quires us to install a new security door for the emergency stair-

way from our Main Hall down to the street.  For the street level 

we need to repair and replace all structures, to comply with the 

current Building Codes. On the Niles Street Frontage we need to 

repair the structure below the glass panels of the store fronts; re-

pair the framing and glass panels to meet current building require-

ments; repair the tiles on the frontage structure; and install new 

electrical lines, light fixtures, doors, and new locks.  This project 

also requires us to bring our two retail spaces to rentable condi-

tion so we need to divide the open space into two rental units, 

sheet rock and paint the two units, install a bathroom for each, put 

in heating/air conditioning and utility meters for each, and replace 

the door from the larger rental unit into the back patio. 

 

 We now have three bids and can share with you, in full 

disclosure, the details as we have them.  The three bids for just 

the Retail Space work came in at $96,275.00, and $199,192.00, 

and $86,855.00.  We have selected L&W Construction with their 

bid of $86,855.00, which has been approved by the City of Fre-

mont.  The bid for just the Façade work is in the amount of 

$52,300.00, bringing the total to $139,155.00 for our ñFa­ade and 

Retail Space Projectò.  The City of Fremont will give us a Fa­ade 

Grant in the amount of $39,225, which we will not have to pay  

Macau Cultural Center 
By Maria ñZinhaò Gomes       
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back. 

 

 We will have to pay $5,230.00 plus approximately 

$4,000.00 for permits up front, thus we will have to come up with 

$9,230.00 to get the project started. The $4,000.00 for permits 

will be reimbursed by the city later as part of the Façade Grant.  

Finally we will get a Loan in the amount of $90,700 from the City 

of Fremont, at an interest rate of 0% for a term of 15 years, which 

totals the needed funds of $139,155.00. 
 

 ñFa­ade and Retail Space Sponsorsò:  With the above 

figures you can understand the importance of our ñFa­ade and 

Retail Space Sponsorsò, as their generosity will be instrumental in 

getting us our Occupancy Permit so we can finally use our 

building.  The Directors of MCC, including myself, realize that 

we have come to you repeatedly to ask for funds, and it is with 

tremendous respect, appreciation, and wonder that we have seen 

your magnanimity, support, and funds pour in.   You are a testa-

ment and credit to ñOur Peopleò and Heritage.  When we get our 

Occupancy Permit we will be able to have MCC generate funds 

from our rentals.  All you business minded individuals know the 

importance of this, so come help us out with your donations.  As 

a ñFa­ade and Retail Space Sponsorò, your $500 or more will 

get us into the MCC building and empower the directors to start 

generating revenue from the rental of the two retail spaces as well 

as our Main Hall when we are not using it.  Your $500 will put 

your name on the list with the following:  INTERNATIONAL IN-

STITUTE OF MACAU; CASA DE MACAU, USA; LUSITANO 
CLUB OF CALIFORNIA; UMA, INC., STATEBOARD; UMA, INC., 
GREATER EAST BAY; JOHN & ELENICE MARQUES; JOHN & 
CAROL MONTEIRO; RAQUEL & JORGE REMEDIOS; JIM & 
KRISTINE SILVA; KEI, LENG HAN & JUDY TAM; IN MEMORY 
OF JOHNNY CRUZ.  
 

 ñMCC Logo & Signage Sponsorsò:  This sponsorship in 

the amount of $300 or more is still open.  The cost to get the sign-

age and lighting installed will be over $6,000.  We do not have 

the needed funds at this time, so we will have to wait on this pro-

ject.  We thank the following for their generous donations, and we 

hope that it will not be too long before we have enough donations  
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to get this done:  UMA, INC., SAN MATEO; UMA, INC., 

GREATER EAST BAY; EDUARDO R. COLLACO; AL & DORIE 
MENDOZA; JOHN & CAROL MONTEIRO; JIM & KRISTINE 
SILVA; and JESSICA J. XAVIER. 
 

 ñWindow Sponsorsò:  This sponsorship is also still open, 

and we welcome additional ñWindow Sponsorsò in the amount of 

$10,000 or more.  Since our last bulletin the additional ñWindow 

Sponsorò is the INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MACAU. 
 

 Finally we have our on-going ñ2009 Friends of MCCò 

whose donation of $100 or more is helping to sustain the contin-

ued existence of MCC.  We extend our thanks to the following 

people, particularly those who are also our ñOriginal Friends of 

MCCò. 

 

 
Please send your donations for any of the above cate-
gories made out to ñMacau Cultural Centerò, and mail 
the donation to Macau Cultural Center, Inc., 582 Market 
St. #1905, San Francisco, California 94104ò. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE  

                OF MACAU 

LUSITANO CLUB OF CALIFORNIA 

PORTUGAL MACAU INSTITUTE USA 

UMA, INC., GREATER EAST BAY 

UMA, INC., SAN MATEO 

MERLINDE & RONALD BROWN 

CECILIA YVANOVICH BURROUGHS 

FREDERICO AUGUSTO COLLACO 

ACACIA DôAQUINO 

ELSA & LICHY DA LUZ  

INACIO & TERESA DA ROSA 

ANITA DOS SANTOS & FAMILY 

FLORENCE DA SILVA 

KENNETH HARPER 

ADALEINE & EDMOND LEE 

PAUL & SUSANA LEUNG 

YIKANG & SERENE LO 

ANATOLE, NAIR & TANI MAHER  

JOHN & CAROL MONTEIRO 

MANUEL & JAN NUNES 

BEN & YVONNE PAREDES 

JAMES E. REMEDIOS 

ARMANDO & HELENA  

               GOMES RIBEIRO 

JIM & KRISTINE SILVA 

CLAUDIA LEITAO SWANSON 

LINDA TISON 

FRANCES GAAN WEBER 

  

IN MEMORY OF: 

HELGA E. DA LUZ 

ESTELLA ROCHA DOS SANTOS 

HENRIQUE ñHENRYò DOS SANTOS 

JOAQUIM & CLOTILDE XAVIER 



 

 

      In 1999 Macau was officially handed back to China and there-

after no longer a Portuguese territory.  Both Hong Kong and 

Macau were designated a special category by China called Special 

Administrative Regions, therefore bearing the initials S.A.R. fol-

lowing either Hong Kong or Macau destination addresses or the 

Portuguese Região Administrativa Especial de Macau (RAEM) for 

Macau. 

      Now, 10 years later, the RAEM has reached a milestone and 

felt it appropriate to give this Special Administrative Region of 

Macau the proper salutary celebration due, and here in California, 

the three casas paid its tribute also by putting on an extravagant 

banquet to commemorate this special occasion.  This celebration is 

being showcased worldwide with a fantastic traveling exhibition 

named ñA Success Storyò with San Francisco holding an Exhibi-

tion as well (December 5 ï 17th) at the California Modern Art Gal-

lery, 1035 Market Street, San Francisco. 

      With a lot of fanfare the three casas, Casa de Macau, Lusitano, 

and UMA went about organizing and advertising this big celebra-

tion in their newsletters or bulletins several months in advance so 

as to bring word to all to try and join in and give it truly the special 

recognition RAEM has accomplished in the last 10 years.  The  
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RAEM 10th Anniversary Celebration 

By  Pauline de Assis   
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RAEM generously gave a handsome sum to each casa for the 10th 

Anniversary Celebrations to offset and defray expenses. 

      The long announced celebration finally arrived and on Novem-

ber 22nd some 345 guests made it to the Asian Pearl Restaurant in 

Fremont to kick off this celebration.  Even though the restaurant 

was large by most standards, the dining area was crammed to the 

hilt with many tables of 10 for the long awaited 10-course Chinese 

banquet.  Two VIP tables were set up for the Chinese dignitaries, 

the Presidents of the three casas and the respective spouses on the 

stage level.  Among the dignitaries were Mr. Gao Zhan Sheng, the 

Honorable Consul General of the Peopleôs Republic of China, 

Mr. Jiang Wei Wei, Vice Consul of the Peopleôs Republic of 

China and Mr. Yang Shun Feng, Vice Consul of the Peopleôs Re-

public of China.  Also in attendance was Deolinda Adao, Execu-

tive Director of Portuguese Studies Program at the University of 

California, Berkeley and her husband Antonio, Anita Muniratta 

and Al Murchen from the Macau Government Tourist Office, and 

Al Dutra from the Portuguese Historical Museum. 

      After the guests had mingled and 

greeted friends and relatives, Emcee 

Maria Roliz, President of the Macau 

Cultural Center, took the podium and 

welcomed everyone and introduced 

the dignitaries.  The Consul General 

Gao Zhan Shen greeted the audience 

with ñBoa Noiteò followed with a 

brief description of Macauôs growth 

during the last 10 years and what the 

future holds. 

      Lionel Sequeira and his band 

played during dinner and provided the music for dancing. The 

band and the dance floor was situated to the side of the tables 

where dancers didnôt wait long to get the ball rolling, so sometime 

while dinner was being served, they took to the dance floor.  Dur-

ing the meal, Elsa Denton, daughter of Mr. Albertino da Roza, gra-

ciously entertained the crowd by singing some old time tunes 

while weaving through and around the tables of diners. Following 

her example, another gentleman who had brought the music equip-

ment, picked up the mike and gave his own rendition of more old 


