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The Lusitano Board of Directors wishes you and your family a very,
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Boas Festas! This is the season to retreat from our daily routines
and focus on the true blessing
with family and friends. On behalf of the Lusitano Board of
Directors, we wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas
and a special mention of gratitude for your continued support and
participation. May the New Year bring you and yours lots of
happiness, good health, and prosperity.

This being my | ast Presidentds
my maximum term as President, my sincere gratitude to a most
distinguished group of Directors that | had the opportunity to

work with, our Lusitano Bulletin Editor, our Webmaster, those

that have contributed to our bulletin, and the many volunteers
whose efforts and contributions made 2008 another successful
year for our Club.

With the many different functions and gatherings offered by the
Club this year whether at our Clambake, picnic, Portuguese
festival, Halloween party, or recent Christmas party, we hope you
were able to celebrate and appreciate our unique Macanese
culture and tradition a little more and continue with its preserva-
tion for generations to come. | am sure in 2009 your new Presi-
dent and Board of Directors will bring you an even more exciting
calendar of events as our long awaited Macau Cultural Center
opens its doors. At that time, we will then be able to hold once
again our cooking classes, offer Portuguese classes, a library and
resources to learn more about our history and genealogy.

Unfortunately, due to an unforeseen renovation delay with PG&E
who needs to install a new vault for more power to run our build-
ing, we are now looking into another few months before we can
operate our building. As our renovation costs are increasing and
since our building is not opened yet, we have extended our dona-
tion deadline to February 28, 2009 for those of you who would
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still like to be included in t
in the main lobby of the Macau Cultural Center with a donation

of $100 or more (see Update on the Macau Cultural Center).
What better way to be remembered or remember a loved one at
this season of giving.

Our Annual General Meeting/Elections of Directors & Officers
scheduled for January 24, 2009 will now be held at Link Allen, 3
Waters Park Drive, San Mateo instead of our center in Fremont as
previously advised in our notice mailed out on October 27 since it
is not completed yet. We hope you will be able to join us that day
followed by our Chinese New Year party. If not, please complete
your absentee ballot/proxy you should have received in the mail
and return to our Elections Committee before the call of our meet-
ing so your vote can be counted.

Thank you once again for the confidence and support you have
given me over the years, and | look forward to continue in serving
the Club as ceditor to the Lusitano Bulletin and Director of the
Macau Cultural Center.

Sincerely,
Maria C. Roliz, President

2009 Membership Dues Reminder

Please be reminded that all membership dues for 2009 are due by
December 31, 2008 (If you became a member after September 1,
2008 you are paid for 2009).

Members (1961 years old) $20

Seniors (62 years old/over) $10

Youths (1218 years old) $10

Canada & overseas members  $25

Please mail dues to:
Lusitano Club of California
582 Market St # 1905

San Francisco, CA 94104
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Macau Cultural Center

ByMARI A
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GOMES,

Special thanks tdLL_donors of ouMCC FUND RAIS-
ING CAMPAIGN ; your donations totaling $136,273.37 speak
well for your generosity and support for the establishment of the
Macau Cultural Center. Our MCC has the honor and distinction
of having donors from all over the world. The Diaspora of the
Portuguese from Macau will be well represented in the plaque of

t he

AOriginal

Friends of MCCo.

Since our last report of September 30th, 2008 we have

$6,
of

recei ved
Friends

193.
MCCo

t he
donat.

from
t he

37
as

you for your generous donations.

Bonnie Braga

Fabia Braga

Regina Braga

Michael & Christine Carion
Maria Irma Conceicao
Aracy M. da Cruz

Raul & Mercia Da Luz
Theresa Yvanovich da Luz
Clotilde "Tila" Danenberg
Gustavo & Edyth Figueiredo
Jose & Fernanda Gonsalves
Flavia Collaco Greubel
William & Eleanor Hobson
Arthur Law & Ava DeAlmeida
Law

Rita Lopes

Rosita Lopes

Francisco & Debbie Marcal
Jaime & Diane Marcal

William & Cecilia Orella
Peter & Mary Ozorio

The family of Rigo Roliz
Robert F. Roliz

Felice A. Santos

IN MEMORY OF:

Ted Almeida

Antonio G. Carion

Victor A. da Costa Jr.
Cesar & Lily Lopes

Cecilia Maria Osmund

Elvie Pereira

Joaquim G. Pereira ("King")
Alda M. Ribeiro

Vicky & LeoLinda Ribeiro
Eduardo & Alda Loi do Rosario
Bernard J. Santos

Reggie Santos

Carlos A. Vieira

The Grand Opening of MCC hagsen delayed due to PG&E's
work to provide our building with the necessary electricity to sup-
port our elevator. With this delay the directors of MCC have
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decided to use the time as a perfect opportunity to include even
more members of our community
Friendsof MCC"; thus the deadline of December'32008 has

been postponed to February™28 200 9 . Dondét be
your donation right away. It would be wonderful to have the

name oEVERY MEMBER of Casa de Macau, Lusitano, and
UMA in the plaque of the AOrig
Macau Cultural CenterPlease send your donation of $100 or
more made out to fAMacau Cu'Ltur
2009. Mail the donation to Macau Cultural Center, Inc., 582

Mar ket St. #1905, San FInthemci sc
March Issue of the bulletins of our three Casas, we will give a
report of all the names to be engraved on the plaque of the
AOriginal Friends of MCCo. Fo
will have our plaque engraved and displayed at the Macau Cul-
tural Center.

By ROSA de CARVALHO ROSS

Samantha Ross, daughter of Ron Ross
and Rosa de Carvalho Ross, makes her
Broadway debut in August: Osage
County. She is cast in the integral role of
A 1l Johnna Monevatta, the Native American
caregiver, the key supporting part and is
on stage for almost the whole play. This
award winning play is the recipient of
several Tonys and tHeulitzer Prize Winnefor 2008. Her con-
tract runs thru February 2009, so anyone visihiegv York,

should try to see her, together with the fabulous cast headed by
Estelle Parsonsvho all will remember for her Oscarnnning

role inBonnie and Clyde Read more about Samantha and see
pictures of her on her website www.samross.biz. Both her par-
ents, her sister Sarah, brotiedaw Chris, niece Clara and
nephew Renaldo are so proud of Sam's achievement.
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Mexican Riviera Cruise

By Margaret De Graca

The Star Princess, all
109,000 tons and 951 feet of
= || her, sailed out of the Bay on
]| @ picture perfect after-
il noon. San Francisco shone
_ ' like the Golden City on a

Hill that she is.Effortlessly gliding from the dock, the view from
the upper deck was breathtakingfter sailing under the Golden
Gate Bridge we steered in a southerly directidhis floating
five star hotel can accommodate 2,600 passengers and 1,100 crew
members.

The Pacific Ocean was named by Portuguese explorer
Ferdinand Magellan (although he was flying under the Spanish
FIl ag at the time) and clTbhiwvtgpr s h
it lived up to its name and was calm and blue throughout the ten
day journey.

There were sixteen in our group and although we often
di dndt see each other during t
dinner, 12 in the early seating and four at the later dine. food
was too good and too mucfilhe days at sea were spent taking
advantage of the many interesting activities on boSame en-
joyed the spa, others bridge, and still others like me the art auc-
tions and trivia gamesAfter dinner, we all went our separate
ways to dance, watch movies under the stars, and of course to see
the wonderful variety showsSome of us tried our luck in the ca-
sino but, the odds were not good and I think we all lost. Still it
was fun hoping to win enough to be able to take another cruise.

Before we reached our first Mexican port, we made an
unplanned stop at San Dieg@®ne of the passengers was ill and
the Coast Guard came to take him ashore. We all clapped as the
young men and women of its crew assisted him and his wife into
their cutter.

Finally, we arrived in Cabo San LucaSveryone re-
marked how it had grown even in the past couple of ydargas
hot and humid and most people did not stay on shore long after
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their sightseeing trips and shopping excursions ended. Next stop
Puerta Vallarta, much the same as Cableen onto Zihuatanejo,

a once small fishing village two miles from Ixtapa but now dotted
with many hotels and resorts. Zihuatanejo is lusher and the struc-
tures there were similar to the Mediterranean in style, and painted
in terracotta tones. At each port of call we saw so many big
yachtsinthe harborMoney doesndét seem to
some on the Mexican Rivier®ur last stop was the fabled Aca-
pulco now a very large cityMany took the tours to see the cliff
divers, etc.It was great to return to our air conditioned floating
island after the hot humid weather in each port.

Mexico is a land of many contrasts. The topography
strange and beautiful, lots of opulent resorts, yet poverty just
around the cornerFriendly people and dour faced gendarmes so
heavily armed you would think our ship was invading their coun-
try. In Acapulco | saw a young Indian mother, probably a long
way from her home in Chiapas State , nursing her two year old
boy while his three and four year old brother and sister begged
and tried to sell us chewing gunithey were poor and barefoot
on the dirty sidewalk, and this within half a block of the cruise
ship. Their world had not changed in the past 300 ydarsade
me think of another comparison between the young Edward
Perrin, Captain of the Star Princess, an Englishman, like Captain
Cook who also sailed those same waters in 1776 on the HM Bark
Endeavor. | wonder what he would have thought if he had seen
the Star Princess on one of his journeys in the Paditieen
knew how that poor woman must have felt about us; our way of
life and time was beyond her comprehension. Time has changed
us and the ships we travel on, but nothing about the ocean has, we
hope! Its whales, porpoises and giant turtles are probably the de-
scendants of the ones he sade was probably as amazed as we
were to see them in their natural environmaftat a huge place
they have to live and play in.

Each of us left the cruise with our own unique memories.
The Star Princess has already forgotten us, but our memories and
the friendships we nurtured, the beauty of Mother Earth and her
oceans will stay with us forevekNe 6 ve wunpacked, v
clothes and are eating simple, plain old fashioned soup for the
next week.Our stomachs are getting a much needed rest.
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Lusitano members enjoying their X8ay Mexican Riviera
Cruise on the Star Princess Oct 311, 2008.

Top L-R: (Standing) Virginia McDougall, Robert Rozario, Robert De
Graca, Ron Brown, Margaret De Graca, Dolores Da Costa, Tila
Danenberg, (Sitting) Mandy Britto, Merlinde Brown, Yvonne Rozario.
Bottom L-R: David & Doreen McKissack, Ron & Charlotte Yip,

Bernie & Barbara Vas
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