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Presidentôs Message 
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Dear fellow members, 

 I would like to thank my dedicated and selfless Board of 

Directors for their efforts this last quarter. Since our previous bul-

letin, the Lusitano Club of California has had a couple of success-

ful functions. In July we had our annual picnic at Beresford Park 

in San Mateo and in August, our second Casino Day event, this 

time in Oakland at the Humanist Hall. 

  Our three youth representatives returned from an out-

standing trip to Macau with a suitcase loaded with stories and 

fond memories.  They were given the lavish VIP treatment and no 

expense was spared on them.  The highlight of the trip was a 3 

day visit to Guangzhou (Canton), China where they were greeted 

by representatives of the municipal government.  In the words of 

one of our returning representatives, ñthey must have spent many 

thousands of dollars on each of us to put such a first class rated 

eventò.  Lusitano of California thanks the Macau RAEM govern-

ment for their generosity. 

 In a few weeks time, 20 members of our Club along with 

a dozen or so members from Casa de Macau, Australia will be 

departing SFO for their 10 day trip to Portugal. They will travel 

from northern Portugal all the way south to the Algarve.  Along 

the way, their motor coach will be visiting Braga, Porto, Fatima, 

Lisbon and Albufeira amongst other scenic routes.  Arrangements 

have been made for a friendly social on October 25 at the club-

house premises of the Casa de Macau, Portugal in Lisbon. 

            This year also marks the 10th Anniversary of Macau since 

its handover and we will be hosting a joint dinner dance with 

Casa de Macau & UMA in Fremont on November 22 to celebrate 

this milestone (see page 3). Hope you will be able to join us. 

 Work is progressing well at the MCC building in Fre-

mont. Very soon its doors will open for our use where we can 

practice line dancing, read some Portuguese books, or sharpen our 

mahjong skills. 

 Keep sending in your suggestions and comments on how 

we can make the Club more enjoyable to you in particular. 

    Respectfully yours,                                              

    Nuno Prata da Cruz, President  
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2009 Calendar of Events 

Oct 15-26: 10 day trip to Portugal         

 Porto/Braga/Guimaraes/Bucaco/Fatima/Batalha/Obidos/

 Lisboa/Evora/Albufeira                              

Sun, Nov 22 5-10pm: Macau RAEM 10th Anniversary Dinner                                                  
 Dance, Asian Pearl Restaurant, Fremont 

Sat, Dec 5 6-11pm: Annual Christmas Party, San Mateo Elks 

 Lodge  

 

Região Administrativa Especial 

de Macau  

 

10
TH

 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  

  

DINNER DANCE  

Hosted jointly by  
Casa de Macau, USA  

Lusitano Club of California  
União  Macaense Americana  

 

On Sunday, November 22 nd, 2009  
5 PM No Host Social Hour; 6 PM Dinner  

At ASIAN PEARL RESTAURANT  

43635 Boscell Road, Fremont, California  

Telephone: 510 - 979 - 1368  
 

Deadline for Reservations: November 1st, 2009  

Cost per person: Donation of $15 or more to  

Macau Cultural Center  

)êôî ìñîìôLüM ùêĂêëõî ýøD t)êìêþ ćþõýþûêõ ćî÷ýîûr 

And mail to: 582 Market St. #1905, S.F., Ca 94104  

Contact Jessica Xavier  

Telephone: 925 -354 - 7999  

Email: jessx823@yahoo.com  

 

Please make reservations early as space is limited.  
First Come First Served. 
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   Mario Britto was the second President of the Lusitano 

Club of California serving from the spring of 1987 to the spring 

of 1992.  He served as vice-president in 1992, then remained a 

Director for several years afterward.  This mild mannered and 

gentle man in every sense of the word is probably best remem-

bered by the original members of Lusitano as our field hockey 

umpire who gave of his time for the love of the game and to sup-

port our hockey team.  He umpired at Club de Recreio for many 

years before coming to California. 

 Mario was a friend and a dedicated man with a serious 

side to his demeanor. But those who knew him could see the 

impish look in his eye to realize that many times he was just test-

ing oneôs reaction. 

 We will miss him and some, as I, can now imagine him 

umpiring somewhere beyond raising one arm and pointing his 

finger on the spot for a short corner.  You were great, Mario!  I 

will never forget you and the friendship we shared on and off the 

field. 

A Tribute to Mario Britto  

By Antonio M. Pacheco Jorge da Silva 

Announcements  

McDougall Award for Young Writers:  

This is an ongoing contest for our members and their children and 

will be judged at the end of each quarter when a minimum of 3 

entries are received from writers 12-18 yrs old and 19-30 yrs old. 

Please email your entry to m_roliz@yahoo.com.  

Aug 28, 1930 - Jun 22, 2009  

This past June, Mario Britto passed away at the 

age of 79. Those of us from the early days will re-

member the Board meetings at Mario's house and 

the fine Macanese cooking skills displayed by his 

wife Rita. Many of the gifts for the children at our 

Christmas party in our earlier years were courtesy 

of Mario. He was a great supporter of the Lusitano 

Club of California. He will be dearly missed. 



 

 

 Fun, food, family and friends filled the air at the Lusitano 

annual picnic on Saturday, July 29th at the San Mateo Beresford 

Park with some 175 attendees including out-of-towners; Robert & 

Antonia Olaes from Australia, Duarte & Lourdes Maher from  

Brasil, Manuel Victor from Vancouver, Leda Pomeroy from    

Torrance, and Rick Pomeroy from San Luis Obispo. We were also 

honored to have a company of singers, including Eric Ribeiro Jr. 

and Carlos da Costa with Ernie Sequeira on guitar, serenading 

sweet oldies to a hearty crowd drawing attention to Amelia Maher 

for turning 89 and our other July birthday babies for another happy 

year. The kids happily enjoyed games such as water balloon toss, 

sack race, and three-legged race. The big kids (adults) played    

volleyball and mahjong, listened to music, enjoyed the conversa-

tion and laughter, and tried their luck at the raffle with big win-

ners: Jojo Xavier, John de Sousa and Miguel Roliz. Thank you to 

all of the volunteers for another successful and enjoyable picnic.  

We look forward to seeing everyone again next year. 

Lusitano Bulletin Page 5  

Annual Picnic 

By Maria Roliz  

Some of our July birthday celebrants 


