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The Year of the Ox began Jan. 26, 2009 and ends on Feb. 13, 2010.  The 

year will bring stability and growth where patience and diligence pays  

off.  The Ox sign symbolizes prosperity through fortitude and hard work.   



 

 

Presidentôs Message 
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Dear fellow members & friends, 

  

 Firstly let me thank those of you who voted for me for 

the presidency of the Lusitano Club of California this 2009-2010 

term.  I look forward to your participation at our events and 

all your support. 2009 WILL BE A GOOD YEAR for the 

Club.   I will do my utmost, and I hope to gain your cooperation. 

You can count on me! 

  We started out with a fine Chinese New Year banquet at 

an elegant restaurant, Joy Luck Place, in San Mateo on January 

24 to help kick off the new lunar year of the Ox. The dinner was 

well patronized with over 101 members and friends in attendance.  

 In April, we will have our traditional annual "Clam Bake" 

event at Beresford park in San Mateo serving the finest clams 

cooked in the age-old style of the Algarve in Southern Portugal 

along with other Macanese dishes & desserts.  

 June will find the Lusitano group hard at work from 

7:30am to 5pm at the "Dia de Portugal" festival at Kelley Park in 

San Jose staffing our "Macanese Food Booth".  The all day festi-

val is the premier Portuguese event in California which normally 

sees a crowd of between 8,000-9,000 people.  In addition to serv-

ing hot lunches prepared and cooked on site at the booth, for the 

first time this year, a Lusitano Board of Director will be conduct-

ing cooking demonstrations at a separate booth for all those culi-

nary enthusiasts in the crowd.  Also, a Macanese sister organiza-

tion, the Associação de Empresários Macaenses, will have a 

3rd Macanese booth promoting Macau by passing out Govern-

ment Tourism Department of Macau's advertising paraphernalia.  

 On July 19, for a period of 7 days, 3 of our youth mem-

bers will be in Macau to represent Lusitano at meetings & events 

at the Macau Youth Encontro, "Encontro da Nova Geração Juve-

nilò, by the invitation of the Macau Government along with other 

youth representatives from our sister clubs worldwide. It is hoped 

that the youth will bring to Macau a piece of their home country 

to contribute to the international image of Macau. 

 July 25 will find us all again in San Mateo for our annual 
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picnic.  This event filled day will find some savoring fine hot 

links, while others concentrating intently in their mahjong 

games. For the "little" ones, we have many races and games 

scheduled. 

 In August, we will have our "Macau Casino Night" event 

which will also include mahjong tables and vendor product 

booths. 

 September or October could find us in Ontario and Que-

bec taking in the fall colors of Eastern Canada along with the 

panoramic views of Niagara Falls. Should the trip go forward, 

depending on demand, the Club plans to pay a visit to our sis-

ter Casas in Toronto for some type of a social gathering.  

 December is the month of our traditional Christmas party. 

As usual the youngest members of our community will be treated 

by receiving a Christmas toy gift. A treat, albeit a small 

one, which they look forward to from the moment they enter 

the dinner hall.  

 Some other events not yet finalized, but which are al-

ready in the planning stages, include a cooking competition event, 

a trip to Cache Creek or Reno, and formalized Portuguese lan-

guage lessons.  

 Our Club is fortunate and thankful to all our volunteers in 

giving their time & efforts so we can enjoy our annual events; and 

to our current editors, photographers, and videographer for en-

hancing the quality of our Lusitano Bulletin resulting in its cur-

rent new colored format. With all the beautiful photos taken, our 

functions and events are also covered on a regular basis in Macau 

by Macau's leading Portuguese newspaper, the Jornal Tribuna de 

Macau. 

 I look forward to seeing you all at our events and func-

tions.  Please feel free to come up to me with any of your sugges-

tions and comments. I WELCOME ALL YOUR COMMENTS 

AND I APPRECIATE ALL YOUR SUGGESTIONS. 

  In addition to a successful 2009 year for the Club, I trust 

that the year will also be a good one for you. 

 

Respectfully and amiably yours, 

Nuno Prata Da Cruz 

President, Lusitano Club of California   
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Thanks to the 190 proxies/ballots and 4 absentee ballots received 

from our eligible voting membership in person and via mail at our 

Annual General Meeting on Jan 24, 2009, we were able to get a 

more than 20% required quorum to elect our 2009 Board of     

Directors & Officers. Congratulations to our newly elected Board 

who will serve us for a one-year term until our 2010 Annual Gen-

eral Meeting.  

 

2009 Lusitano Board of Directors and Officers  
President:   Nuno Prata Da Cruz 

Vice-President:  Leonardo Xavier 

Secretary:   Michael Carion 

Treasurer:   Dorothy Oliveira  

Directors:   Chris daRoza 

   Lucille Figueiredo 

   Kenneth Harper 

   Vanessa Roliz 

   Justin Schwab-Vieira  

   Jessica Xavier 

   Virginia Yoshida  

 

Our sincere appreciations to past president, Maria Roliz; past 

treasurer, Melissa Xavier; and past directors, Maria Joao da Cruz 

and Kirk Harper; for their time and hard work these past five 

years on the Board.  

 

Annual General Meeting  



 

 

Announcements  

Lusitano Scholarship: 

Lusitano offers two $1000 scholarship grants each year towards a 

trade school or college tuition for Lusitano members ages 18 and 

over.  Applications for the 2009-2010 school year are now avail-

able with a deadline of July 31, 2009.  

McDougall Award for Young Writers:  

This is an ongoing contest for our members and their children and 

will be judged at the end of each quarter when a minimum of 3 

entries are received from writers 12-18 yrs old and 19-30 yrs old.    

Lusitano Bulletin Page 5  

2009 Calendar of Events 

2009 Board of Directors: Justin Schwab-Vieira, Chris daRoza,  

Dorothy Oliveira, Lucille Figueiredo, Nuno Prata Da Cruz, Jessica 

Xavier, Vanessa Roliz, Kenneth Harper and Virginia Yoshida  

(Absent: Michael Carion and Leonardo Xavier) 

Sat, Apr 18, 12-4pm: Annual Clambake, Beresford Park, San Mateo 

Sat, Jun 13:  Dia de Portugal Festival, Kelley Park, San Jose 

July 19-25:   Macau Youth Encontro Meeting for our 3 youth reps 

Sat, Jul 25, 12-6pm:  Annual Picnic, Beresford Park, San Mateo 

Aug:  Macau Casino Night (details to be advised) 

Sept/Oct: Trip to Eastern Canada (Email m_roliz@yahoo.com)        

Oct:  Halloween Party (details to be advised)           

Sat, Dec 5, 6-11pm Annual Christmas Party, San Mateo Elks Lodge 

Macau S.A.R. 10th Anniversary Celebration (details to be advised) 



 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR  
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By Maria Roliz  

 

 

 On January 24th, some 100 Lusi-

tano members attended our annual Chinese 

New Year Banquet Dinner at Joy Luck 

Place, San Mateo to welcome in the Year 

of the Ox and our newly elected 2009 Lusi-

tano Board of Directors. 


