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Presidentôs Message 
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      Boas Festas! Merry Christmas! May your hearts be filled with the 
true blessings of Christmas, joy, hope, and love with a healthy, happy, 
and prosperous New Year ahead! 
     It has been an awesome year celebrating 40 years of Lusitano with 
the many Club activities, and rounding the year off with the Encontro 
trip and our Annual Christmas party. Many new and rekindled               
friendships were made during our most enjoyable trip to Japan,              
Macau, and Hong Kong; and it was simply wonderful to return back 
to celebrate Christmas with our members and their families. 
     Thank you to the Conselho das Comunidades Macaenses, IIM,  
APOMAC, Club Lusitano, and Club de Recreio for hosting us. We 
look forward to meeting up with everyone again hopefully at the next 
Encontro in three years. 
     It has been a pleasure serving as your President and Editor this 
year with our magnificent team of directors and volunteers whom I 
thank dearly and applaud for their hard work and dedication to                   
promote our Macanese heritage, culture and gastronomy. Special 
thanks also to Funda«o Oriente Portugal for sponsoring our quarterly 
Lusitano Bulletin. 
     Our first upcoming event in 2025 will be our Annual General 
Meeting and Elections followed by our Chinese New Year Party on 
February 2nd at the Macau Cultural Center in Fremont. We are also 
selling tickets for the Portuguese Heritage Night Game on February 
3rd with the Warriors. Hope to see you there. 
      Best wishes to you and your families. 
                                                              Sincerely,  
                                                              Maria C. Roliz, President 

2025 Dues Reminder  

Annual membership fees  are  due  every  January  1st  regardless 
when you joined. No invoices will be mailed. Please mail your check 
payable to Lusitano Club, 7222 Cutting Blvd, El Cerrito, CA 94530 if 
you have not already sent in your payment. For convenience, you can 
also zelle, paypal or venmo your payment to Maria Roliz at 
415.990.5534. Thank you! 

Members (ages 19-61) $20  
Seniors (ages 62 & over) $15  
Juniors (ages 12-18) $10 

Canada & overseas members $25 



 

 

Lusitano Bulletin Page 3 

Sun, Feb 2: AGM/Chinese New Year Dinner Dance, MCC, Fremont 

Mon, Feb 3 (7pm): Portuguese Heritage Night Warriors, Chase Center 

Buy your tickets now! Cost: $105 Bridge seats with Lusitano & Consul 

General of Portugal. Pre-game shoot around experience included.                                

$65 upper and $140 lower level seats are also available. 

Sat, Mar 8 (7pm):  

Portuguese Heritage Night San Jose Sharks. 

Cost: Upper level $50. Lower level $90. 

Email us now to purchase your tickets!  

Sat, Apr 26*: Annual Clambake 

May*: Casino Day Trip. Email us if interested 

to help us plan accordingly 

Sat, Jun 14: Dia de Portugal,                                           

Portuguese Historical Museum, San Jose 

Sat, Jun 21: Dia de S«o Jo«o Mass & Lunch, 

MCC, Fremont 

Sat, Jun 21*: Lusitano Cooking Class, MCC  

Jun 25-28*: Luso-American Education Summer Youth Cultural Camp 

Sun, Jul 20: Annual Picnic, San Mateo Beresford Park 

Thur, Jul 31: Application deadline for Lusitano Scholarship grant 

Aug/Sept*: Bowling Social 

Sun, Oct 12: Our Lady of Fatima Mass & Lunch, Walnut Creek 

Sat, Dec 13: Annual Christmas Dinner Dance 

* Tentative dates subject to change  

2025 Calendar of Events  

 



 

 

Lusitano Annual General Meeting (AGM)
and Elections of Directors & Officers               
Sunday, February 2, 2025 3pm                           

Macau Cultural Center, 109 J St, Fremont, CA 94536 
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LUSITANO CHINESE NEW 

YEAR DINNER DANCE  
Sunday, February 2nd, 2025 5:30 - 10pm 

MACAU CULTURAL CENTER 

109 J St, Fremont  

Come join us as we welcome in The Year 
of the Snake and our 2025 Board of                  
Directors with a Chinese Buffet Dinner                  

& Music by DJ Magic Matt  

Cost: 

Members $25.00/Non-members $30.00 

 
RSVP to lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com or Jessica at (925) 354-7999 
Please mail check payable to Lusitano by January 18th to                       
Lusitano, 7222 Cutting Blvd, El Cerrito, CA 94530 

Our Annual General Meeting & Elections is held once a year where    
a new Board is elected for a one-year term with a maximum of five 
consecutive terms. Since we have an uncontested slate for 2025, we 
will vote in our new Board by acclamation on February 2, 2025 and 
mailing of ballots or proxies voting will not be required this time. 
Please join us at our AGM at the Macau Cultural Center on                  
February 2, 2025 3pm to thank our outgoing Board and welcome our 
new Board, share your ideas, and celebrate the New Year with us at 
our Chinese New Year Dinner Dance to follow. 
The nominees for the 2025 Lusitano Board are as follows: 

Director & President: Leonardo Xavier  
Director & Vice-President: Maria Roliz                                                           
Director & Secretary: Jessica Xavier                                                             
Director & Treasurer: Dorothy Oliveira 

Directors: Michael Carion, Maria Joao da Cruz, Chris daRoza,                                    
Justin Estep, Jackie Gutierrez, Ken Harper, Kirk Harper 

mailto:lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com
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     We had a very, very Merry Christmas party on December 14th. 180 
members, families and friends joined us at the San Mateo Elks Lodge. 
The children were excitedly greeted by our own Santa Eric Ribeiro 
who brought a gift for each of them. Cecilia Naval, gracious as always, 
took photos of Santa with each kid and also of the attendees. A photo 
booth which many enjoyed was also part of the fun. As per tradition, 
the American and Portuguese National Anthems were sung by Tracy 
Baker and Eric Ribeiro followed by grace. Everyone enjoyed the               
delicious buffet and of course, our Macanese appetizers of ñChilicotesò 
and ñCalikoksò, made by Dorothy Oliveira, Maria Jo«o da Cruz, 
Hunter Choi, Jackie Gutierrez and Maria Roliz. Eating, talking and 
laughing filled the lodge. Many who just returned in the past few days, 
shared memories and stories from the recent Encontro. Throughout the 
evening, the dance floor was filled with people dancing the night away 

with sounds from DJ Magic 
Matt.   
     Thank you to the                

Lusitano Board and all our 
participants for a festive                
evening and all those that 
supported our Christmas 
ñGenete de Cornstarchò and 
raffle sale benefiting our 
annual scholarship grant.      
Merry Christmas and                         
Happy New Year! 

 

 Annual Christmas Party 

by Jessica Xavier 
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     Sunday, October 13th 2024, a beautiful Fall 
day, was when members of the three Casas,          
gathered once again in Walnut Creekôs St. 
Anneôs Catholic Church to commemorate the 
third and last miraculous apparition of Our Lady 
to the three shepherd children in Fatima,                      
Portugal. 
     To be sure, it was a solemn, yet uplifting                         
experience to think back and ñreliveò such a               
marvelous miracle of miracles of our Blessed 
Mother coming on earth, appearing to three 
shepherd children, and leaving messages for the 

world to listen and heed. 
     The 11am Mass was officiated by our own FiloMac priest, Father 
George daRoza. As usual, Casa members gathered on the left side                   
of the Church while many others were scattered around the church.  
Father George mentioned that as it was the Feast of Our Lady of                   
Fatima, there was a group of Macau persuasion parishioners who were 
there to honor, pray and reflect on the miracle of the apparition of Our 
Lady of Fatima. He ended the Mass asking the parishioners to pray the 
ñHail Maryò. 
     With Mass over, the group hastened to their cars to ride over to 
Creekside in Rossmoor, in the Fairway Room by the golf course, for                        
a home cooked lunch prepared by our own Casa chefs. While the 
luncheon table was being set up, the hungry and thirsty members 
found their seats, then went over to the coffee/tea counter to get their 
thirst quenchers. 
     While Casa members chatted or perhaps reminiscenced, Maria 
Roliz took to the podium and with the mic, welcomed everyone to the 
celebration of Our Ladyôs Feast Day meal and, ending in a prayer, 
called out the first table number to queue up for the yummy meal of 
Minchi, Chicken Curry, and Napa Cabbage with Chinese Sausage and 
Funsee (Vermicelli bean thread noodles), all prepared by Dorothy and 
her sous chefs, plus rice, of course. Some went back for seconds and 
before long, the pans were practically empty because the food was 
mmm, mmm, good!  See all the photos which Maria snapped at each 
table, not forgetting the food table, ahuh. 

Macau Cultural Center 
Nossa Senhora de Fatima Celebration 

by Pauline de Assis 
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     Well, we couldnôt forget about 
dessert, right? So, Robert Leitao, 
our Flan expert, brought out three 
platters of Flan. Also, for the                    
taking, was Joanne Ribeiroôs               
Bebinca de Leite and, as an extra 
sweet, Bagi, the coconut rice               
dessert. Wow, the queue started 
right away so each could get their 
ñfair shareò if you will, and there 
was plenty to go around. 
     Everyone enjoyed this special event celebrated by the Casas. Maria 
Roliz coordinated all the different aspects of these three casas get                 
together, and what better way to celebrate such a memorable occasion 
as the Nossa Senhora de Fatima than to honor Her with 
the celebration of Mass and a festive and delicious meal!  
     Many thanks to Maria, Robert, Joanne, Dorothy,        
Maria Joao, and the many hands who helped cook, set 
up, serve, etc., to make this event one that we all cherish 
and love to participate in every year in honor of our 
Blessed Mother! 
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If you are interested in learning Portuguese or Mandarin or                        
taking yoga classes at the Macau Cultural Center, please                              

email us at macauculturalcenter@gmail.com 
We look forward to seeing everyone at our 2025 MCC events. 
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Joyous 2025 
President: Maria Roliz      Vice-President: Sandy Souza 
Secretary: Robert Leitao    Treasurer: Dorothy Oliveira 

Directors: Maria Joao da Cruz, Elsa Denton,                                                 
Joanne Ribeiro, Geraldina Wong, Robert Wong 

Macau Cultural Center (MCC) 


